
 

January 30, 2009 

The Honorable Jennifer M. Granholm  

Governor of the State of Michigan  

Romney Building, 1st Floor  

Lansing, MI 48933 

Dear Governor Granholm: 

 On behalf of the Michigan nonprofit community and the one in 10 Michigan workers who are employed by our state's 

nonprofit sector, we strongly urge you to consider nonprofits as a key partner in rebuilding our economy and specifically in 

maximizing the return on federal stimulus funds flowing to the state. 

Michigan's nonprofit sector is a vital economic engine in the state that annually generates $107.8 billion in total economic 

activity.  Dollars invested in nonprofits are immediately reinvested in communities by providing critical services and programs 

to those in need, employing Michigan residents (both directly and indirectly), and purchasing goods and services from 

businesses.  The nonprofit community further stimulates the state's economy by carrying out critical services, as well as 

leveraging individual giving, federal government funds, and foundation grants that all flow into Michigan.  Nonprofit 

organizations in Michigan serve a wide variety of purposes that aid individuals in need.  In addition, their expenditures provide 

vital economic support to the state's struggling economy.  While the nonprofit sector is not traditionally thought of as an 

economic powerhouse, its billions of dollars in expenditures and hundreds of thousands of employees are clearly a significant 

benefit to the state.  

Like other sectors in Michigan, the nonprofit sector is working to adapt to the changing economic environment.  Nonprofits are 

experiencing a significant increase in demand for services and a serious decline in support from foundations, business, 

government and individuals.  In some circumstances, donors have actually become clients.  As a major component of the social 

safety net, Michigan nonprofits need to work with government to ensure that Michigan can weather this economic storm.   

We understand that your office is developing an inventory of projects that will qualify to receive funding from the proposed 

federal economic stimulus package.  Michigan has a strong tradition of public/private partnerships. Taking into account the 

nonprofit sector's unique role in boosting the state's economy, we urge you to positively prioritize projects submitted for 

consideration by Michigan's nonprofit sector.  Michigan nonprofits have "shovel-ready" opportunities to provide vital services, 

employ the displaced, and create economic activity that directly impacts Michigan residents.   

Michigan's nonprofits want to continue their leadership role in ensuring Michigan's quality of life.  MNA and the nonprofit 

community we represent look forward to continuing the strong partnership the state has with its nonprofit sector and to 

ensuring Michigan not only recovers from its current economic challenges, but becomes a leader in economic revitalization 

and global competitiveness in the 21st century.   

 
Increasing the capacity of Michigan’s nonprofits to serve, strengthen and transform communities. 

 

Michigan Campus Compact, NPower Michigan and Volunteer Centers of Michigan are affiliates of the Michigan Nonprofit Association 

 

Lansing Office - 1048 Pierpont, Suite 3  Lansing, MI 48911  Phone 517/492-2400  Fax 517/492-2410 

Toll Free 888/242-7075 (MI only) 

Detroit Office - 7375 Woodward Avenue,  Detroit, MI  Phone 313/309-1650  Fax 313/309-1651 

Web Site http://www.mnaonline.org 
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Sincerely,  

Diana Rodriguez Algra 

Executive Director  

Volunteer Centers of Michigan  

(Lansing)  

Amy Allen  

Director of Fund Development  

BPW Foundation  

(White Lake)  

Amy Amador, MSW 

Executive Director 

Mercy Education Project 

(Detroit) 

Niels-Erik  Andreasen 

President 

Andrews University 

(Berrien Springs)  

Victoria Andrews 
Grant Writer 
World Mission 
(Wyoming)  
 
Matthew Ardizzone, D.M.A. 
Senior Admissions Officer 
University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre 
& Dance 
(Ann Arbor)  
 
Elizabeth Arnovits 
Executive Director 
Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency  
(Lansing)  
 

Nan Asher 

Executive Director  

Michigan Association for Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing  

(Lansing)  

 

 

Sara Jean Baker  

Office Manager / Program Associate  

Community Legal Resources 

(Detroit) 

Anthony E. Balavitch III, J.D., CIC 

Business Consultant  

Daly Merritt, Inc.  

(Wyandotte)  

Jan Bassett  

Director of Programs 

Michigan BPW Foundation 

(White Lake)   

Susan Baynard 

Treasurer 

Mills Community House Association 

(Benzonia)  

Diane D. Bedenbaugh 

Director of Development 

CARE House of Oakland County 

(Pontiac)  

Ron Beford 

Executive Director 

Interfaith Health & Hope Coalition 

(Brighton)  

Lee-Perry Belleau 
Executive Director 
Pit & Balcony Community Theatre 
(Saginaw)  
 
Karen Betley 
Director 
Kalamazoo County Foster Grandparent & Senior 
Companion Program Senior Services, Inc. 
(Kalamazoo)  
 
 



Shirlene D. Bila 

Foundation Administrator 

Michigan Festivals & Events Foundation 

(Chesaning)  

Sue Bila, CFEE 

Executive Director 

Michigan Festivals & Events Association 

(Chesaning)  

Sherry L. Blaszak 

Executive Director 

Missaukee Conservation District 

(Lake City)  

Julianne M. Bock, CME 
Executive Director 
MARRIAGE RESOURCE CENTER of Wayne 
County (DBA) 
(Dearborn)  

Shannon Boeck  

BSW Intern  

Well House  

(Grand Rapids)  

Martha Bottomley 

Executive Director  

Volunteer Muskegon  

(Muskegon)  

Joe Bower 

Director of Development 

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts 

(Kalamazoo)  

Kellie Boyd 

Executive Director 

Disability Network Oakland & Macomb 

(Clinton Township)  

Sheilda D. Braddock 

CEO 

First Ward Community Services 

(Saginaw)  

Eric Bridge 

Coordinator of Service-Learning 

Aquinas College 

(Grand Rapids)  

Alex Brodrick  

President & CEO  

Volunteers of America Michigan  

(Southfield)  

Drew Buchholz 

Director, External Relations  

Interlochen Center for the Arts  

(Interlochen)  

Judi Buchman  

Director  

Well House  

(Grand Rapids)  

Lynn D. Buffington  

Business Manager  

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council  

(Petoskey)  

Jo Bullis 

Executive Director 

Women's Resource Center - Grand Traverse 

Area 

(Traverse City)  

Amy Burk 

Office Mgr, Mancelona Family Resource Center 

Deputy Director, Community Resource 

Development, Inc. 

(Mancelona)  

Jim Burke 

Executive Director  

Katikitegon Community Development 

Corporation 

(Watersmart)  



Dr. Donald E. Burwell 

President/CEO 

Kids Against Hunger Coalition of Michigan 

(Oak Park)  

Robert A. Bury 

Executive Director and CEO 

Detroit Historical Society 

(Detroit)  

Mary Jo Byrne 

Executive Director 

Fountain Clinic 

(Marshall)  

Kyle Caldwell 

President & CEO  

Michigan Nonprofit Association  

(Lansing)  

Dr. Jennifer Callans 

Executive Director 

Anton Art Center 

(Mt. Clemens)  

Annie Campbell 

Transition Specialist 

Disability Network/Northern MI 

(Traverse City)  

Heather Carmona 

Executive Director 

Woodward Avenue Action Association  

(Royal Oak)  

Stacy Carroll  

Executive Director  

Montmorency County Commission on Aging 

(Atlanta)  

Jennifer Carver 

Executive Director  

South Haven Area Senior Services  

(South Haven)  

Bev Cassidy 

Executive Director 

Newaygo County Community Services (NCCS) 

(Fremont)  

Rosalind Childs 

Executive Director  

The Homework Center, Inc.  

(Detroit)  

Patricia L. Clark  

Director 

Michigan History Foundation  

(Lansing)  

Colleen M. Clement 

Artist, Calhoun County 

Graduate Student: Masters in Drama/Theater 

for the Young 

Eastern Michigan University 

(Marshall)  

Pegg Clevenger 

Volunteer Center Director 

Jackson Nonprofit Support Center 

(Jackson)  

Melonie Colaianne 

President, Masco Corporation Foundation 

Masco Corporation 

(Taylor)  

Rob Collier  

President & CEO  

Council of Michigan Foundations  

(Grand Haven)  

Robert Connolly 

Chief Operating Officer 

Self Help Addiction Rehabilitation, Inc. 

(Detroit)  

 



Joel W. Cooper 

President & CEO   

Disability Network Southwest Michigan 

(Kalamazoo)  

Jane Cortez  

Program Manager, Hope and Healing 

Foundation (Southfield)  

Board Member, Chronic Illness Coalition  

(Westland)  

Elizabeth Courtad 
Founder/President 
The Brandie Rose Foundation, Inc. 
(Traverse City)  
 
Ann-Renee Covert 
Program Director 
Asbury Family Development Center 
(Flint)  
 
Dr. Sheryl Cox 

C.E.O 

Heart of Christ Ministry 

Tess Craft  

Grant Writer  

Arab American National Museum  

(Dearborn)  

Wendy Crawford 

Finance Director 

Hillsdale County Senior Services Center, Inc. 

(Hillsdale)  

Judith A. Crockett 

Coordinator, HSCB 

Human Services Collaborative Body 

(Manistee)  

James Crisp 

Executive Director 

Michigan Community Action Agency Association 

(Lansing)   

Linda Curatolo 

President 

Rosefield Consulting 

Karen Czarnik  

Storyteller & Musician  

Story Rhythms, LLC.  

(Walled Lake)  

David Daniels 

Music Director 

Warren Symphony 

(Warren)  

Jerry Dash 

President/CEO 

Volunteers in Prevention, Probation & Prisons, 

Inc. (AKA VIP Mentoring) 

(Detroit)  

Darci David 

Communications Director 

NCCS 

(Fremont)  

Dennis David 

Treasurer 

Livingston County Recycle 

(Howell)  

Valerie Denghel  

Director  

First Day Shoe Fund  

(Kalamazoo)  

Patty Donahue  

Executive Director 

Taylor Conservatory Foundation  

(Taylor)  

Leslie Donaldson 

Executive Director 

Arts Council of Greater Lansing 

(Lansing)  



Sally R. Doty 

President  

AAUW Birmingham Branch Foundation, Inc. 

(Southfield)  

Teresa Durham 
Executive Director 
Nonprofit Alliance 
(Battle Creek)  
 
Beckie DuShane 
Finance Manager 
Lenawee United Way (Metro IV) 
(Adrian)  
 
Susan B. Dusseau  

Director 

Cancer Services  

(Midland)  

Tom Edmiston 

Regional President – Michigan 

Great Lakes Capital Fund 

(Lansing)  

Janice Ellison 

President 

Belle Isle Botanical Society 

(Detroit)  

Marlene Ann Epley 

Board of Directors 

Michigan Community Library Foundation 

(Williamston)  

Larry Erlandson, CSA 

President 

Evergreen Commons Senior Center 

(Holland)  

Kevin W. Evans, NHA, CEA 

Administrator 

Grandvue Medical Care Facility 

(East Jordan)  

Marguerite Evans 
Phoenix Housing Counseling   
(Detroit)  
 
Pam Evans 

Program Manager 

NorthSky Nonprofit Network 

(Traverse City)  

 

Sherlynn Everly  

Executive Director  

IMA Recreation Association  

(Burton)  

Lori Fidler  

Executive Director  

Oak Park Business & Education Alliance 

(Oak Park)   

Jennifer Fike 

Executive Director 

Food System Economic Partnership (FSEP) 

(Ann Arbor)  

Kathy Fitzpatrick  

Director of Environment  

Well House  

(Grand Rapids) 

Dennis W. Fliehman  

President & CEO  

Capital Region Community Foundation  

(Lansing)  

Ari A. Flores 

President & Bilingual Program Director 

Es Amor Servicios Cristianos 

(Lansing)  

Angie Gaabo 
Executive Director 
Community Economic Development Association 
of Michigan (CEDAM) 
(Lansing)  
 



Carol Gage 

Executive Director 

Mid Michigan Big Brothers Big Sisters 

(Clare)  

Rick Garcia  
Executive Director 
United Way of St. Clair County 
(Port Huron)  
 
Alexander Gates 

Director/Curator 

North Berrien Historical Society 

(Colona)  

Edith Gilbert  

Founder 

Crooked Tree Arts Center  

(Petoskey)  

Rick Goedert  

President & CEO 

1st State Bank  

(Macomb County)  

Laurie Gonda 

President / Founder 

Studio 7 Arts 

(Traverse City)  

Warren E. Goodell 

Executive Director  

Southfield Community Foundation  

(Southfield)  

Sarah Gorman  

Creativity Director 

Creative Spirit Center  

(Midland)  

Carol Goss 

President 

The Skillman Foundation 

(Detroit)  

Mary Grosvenor 

Elementary Art Dept Chairperson 

Walled Lake Consolidated Schools 

(Walled Lake)  

Janel Groth 

Board President 

Volunteer Center of Southwest Michigan 

(St. Joseph)  

 

Kim Gyr 

Director 

Green Millennium 

(Empire)  

 

Pam Hankins  

President, Board of Directors 

Michigan BPW Foundation  

(White Lake)  

 

Suzanne M. Hanna 

Costume Director  

Michigan Opera Theatre  

(Detroit)  

Daniel Harmon  

President  

Rebuilding Together Oakland County  

(Highland)  

Lee Harper 

Executive Director 

Crystal Lake Art Center 

(Frankfort)  

Donald Harrison 
Executive Director 
Ann Arbor Film Festival 
(Ann Arbor)  
 
Liz Harrow  

East Lansing  



Barbara Hatton  

Executive Director  

Addiction Treatment Services  

(Traverse City)  

 
Lori Hausbeck 
Commissioner 
Saginaw Arts and Enrichment Commission 
(Saginaw)  
 
Jackie Hepinstall   

St. Clair County  

Jordan Hickson 

Crisis Counselor  

Care House of Oakland County  

(Pontiac)  

Doris Higgins  

Executive Director 

Volunteer Center of Southwest Michigan  

(St. Joseph)  

Kathryn Hill 

Executive Director  

Art Reach of Mid Michigan  

(Mt. Pleasant)  

Tim Hinkley 

Executive Director 

National Cherry Festival 

(Traverse City)  

Mary Ellen Howard, RSM 

Executive Director 

St. Frances Cabrini Clinic of Most Holy Trinity 

Church 

(Detroit)  

Jessica Howell 

Board Chair 

Intense Mentoring, Inc. 

(Detroit)  

Debra L. Hoyt  

Finance Director  

Mid Michigan Community Action Agency  

(Farwell)  

Denise Hubbard 

Executive Director  

United Way & Volunteer Connections of 

Montcalm  

(Greenville)  

Judy Huth 

Executive Director 

Volunteer Center of Greater Kalamazoo 

(Kalamazoo)  

Debra Inglefield  

Fourth French Horn 

Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra 

(St. Joseph)  

Terese A. Ireland 

Executive Director 

Pewabic Pottery 

(Detroit)  

Nheena Weyer Ittner 

Director 

The Upper Peninsula Children's Museum 

(Marquette)  

Linda Jacobs  

Executive Director  

Good Samaritan Ministries  

(Holland)  

Eugene A. Jenneman 

Director, Dennos Museum Center 

Northwestern Michigan College 

(Traverse City)  

Joan Jones  

Ann Arbor  



Rev. LaSandra R. Jones 

CEO 

S.B.'s Love Closet, Inc. 

(Lansing)  

Thomas A. Jones 

Consultant 

(East Lansing)  

Holly Kaledas 

Administrative Assistant 

Fishtown Preservation Society 

(Leland)  

Kate Katje 

Business Manager  

Arts Council of Greater Lansing, Inc. 

(Lansing)  

Brad Kaufmann 

President 

Junior Achievement of Southwest Michigan 

(Battle Creek)  

Thomas M. Kelly 

Executive Director 

Inland Seas Education Association  

(Suttons Bay)  

Virginia Kerwin 

Executive Director 

Michigan School Vocal Music Association 

(Big Rapids)  

Sarah Visger Killips 

Forensic Interviewer 

CARE House of Oakland County 

(Pontiac)  

Jeffrey Kimpton  

President  

Interlochen Center for the Arts  

(Interlochen)  

Amy S. Kinney 

Director of Program Development 

Michigan Land Use Institute 

(Traverse City)  

Barbara Klocko  

Secretary, Board of Directors  

Michigan BPW Foundation  

(White Lake)  

Dan Klumb 

President, Board of Directors  

Janzen House  

(Marquette) 

Ruth Ann Knapp  

K-12 Fine Arts Coordinator / Music Teacher 

Saginaw Public Schools  

(Saginaw)  

Nancy Koepke 

Director  

Saginaw Arts & Enrichment Commission   

(Saginaw)  

Anna R. Kohn 

Corporate and Government Relations 

Detroit Rescue Mission Ministries 

(Detroit)  

Karen Kosniewski 

President & CEO 

Junior Achievement of Southeastern Michigan 

Inc. 

(Detroit)  

Jack Kresnak  

President & CEO  

Michigan’s Children  

(Lansing)  

 

 



Robert Kulisheck 

President, Board of Directors  

Propylon Corporation 

(Marquette)  

Virginia T. Ladd 

President/Executive Director  

American Autoimmune Related Diseases 

Association  

(East Detroit)  

Peter P. LaFramboise  

President  

Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue 

(Belleville)  

Randall E. Lake  

Executive Director  

Dramatic Action Theater Company  

(Marshall)  

Mike Lapinski  

Director of Procurement and Quality Assurance  

Aisin World Corp of America  

(Plymouth)  

Judith Larsen  

Director of Grants & Resource Development  

Grand Rapids Community College  

(Grand Rapids)  

Barry LaRue 

Secretary & Facility Chair, Riverside Arts Center 

Trustee, Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation 

(Ypsilanti)  

Mike Latvis  

Director of Public Policy  

ArtServe Michigan  

(Wixom)  

David J. Law, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Joy-Southfield Community Development Corp. 
(Detroit)  

Carol Layman 
Treasurer, Board of Directors  
Michigan BPW Foundation  
(White Lake)  
 
Terra Leach 

Manager of Corporate and Foundation 

Relations  

Common Ground  

(Bloomfield Hills)  

Anna M. Leppert-Largent 

SBSO Production Manager 

Saginaw Bay Symphony Orchestra 

(Saginaw)  

Audrey J. Lewis 

Commissioner 

Saginaw Arts and Enrichment Commission 

(Saginaw)  

Carl Lindquist  

Executive Director  

Superior Watershed Partnership  

(Marquette)  

Richard Lichtenstein, PhD, MPH  

University of Michigan  

(Ann Arbor)  

Raymond Lozano 

Executive Director 

Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

(Southfield)  

Sharon Luckerman  

Board Member, Heidelberg Project  

Board Member, Detroit Hispanic Development 

Corporation  

(Detroit)  

David A. Lyman PhD 

Board President  

Board of the Saginaw Choral Society 

(Saginaw)  



Marie Maguire 

Executive Director 

South Haven Center for the Arts 

(South Haven)  

Jane Marshall  

Executive Director  

Food Bank Council of Michigan  

(Lansing)  

Kristina Marshall  

President & CEO 

Winning Futures  

(Warren)  

Elois J. Martin 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Recycle Livingston 

(Howell)  

Falisa Martin  

Martin Community Non Profit Housing 

Corporation  

Jill May 

Director of Development 

Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts (UICA) 

(Grand Rapids)  

Jazmine McBride 

Office Manager 

ART of Leadership Foundation 

(Detroit)  

Anne McDevitt 

Executive Director 

Top of Michigan Trails Council 

(Petoskey)  

Anthony Stafford McDonald 

NAIC/BetterInvesting 

(Madison Heights)  

Michael D. McDonald  

Gleaner-Operations  

Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeast 

Michigan  

(Detroit)  

Kaye McDuffie 

Early Intervention Coordinator 

Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 

(Lansing)  

Cathy McFarland  

RSVP Director 

United Way of Bay County  

(Bay City)  

Egan McGlynn 
Leelanau Historical Society & Museum 
(Leland)  
 

Debbie McKeon 

Executive Director 

NorthSky Nonprofit Network 

(Traverse City)  

 

Diane L. McNeil  

Executive Director  

Potter Park Zoo Society  

(Lansing)  

 

Donna G. Metz 

Executive Director 

Krasl Art Center  

(St. Joseph)  

Deb Millican  

Office Manager / U.P. YAC Coordinator  

Community Foundation of the Upper Peninsula 

(Escanaba)  

 

 

 



Ray Mills 

President  

Area Seniors, Inc.  

(Bellaire)  

 

Dr. Martin Mitchell  

President & CEO  

Starr Commonwealth 

(Adrian)  

Sue Moody 

Executive Director  

Challenge Mountain 

(Boyne City)  

Laurie A. Moore 

Executive Director  

Looking For My Sister  

(Detroit)  

Carol Moorman, LMSW 
Foundation for Mental Health 
(Traverse City)  
  
George A. Moroz 

Special Assistant to the President  

The Henry Ford  

(Dearborn)  

Shannon Morton 

Director of Volunteerism 

Greater Ottawa County United Way 

(Holland)  

Diane Mosey 

Executive Director 

Special Ministries of Livingston County 

(Brighton)  

Heidi Mucherie  

Executive Director  

Community Legal Resources  

(Detroit)  

Mandy Mullins  

Associate Director  

ART of Leadership Foundation  

(Detroit)  

Dara T. Munson, MPA 

President & CEO 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metropolitan Detroit 

(Detroit)  

Sandra M. Nagel, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Psychology 

Saginaw Valley State University 

(University Center)  

Jane Nichols 

President 

Leelanau Christian Neighbors 

(Suttons Bay)  

John Noonan  

Executive Director  

Great Lakes Children’s Museum 

(Traverse City)   

Seyi Ogunlusi 

President 

Yoruba Youth Corporation 

(Ypsilanti)  

Caroline D. Older, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Arts Council of Greater Grand Rapids 
(Grand Rapids)  
 

Debbie O’Leary  

Senior Executive Director  

American Diabetes Association  

(Bingham Farms)  

Julia Oliver  

Vice President of Communications and Fund 

Development 

Capital Region Community Foundation 

(Lansing)  



Patti Onstott 

Accounting Assistant 

Mid Michigan Community Action Agency 

(Farwell)  

Rev. Fr. Michael Orr, msj 

President 

Dominion Family Services 

(Southfield)  

Julie Osburn  

Assistant Director, Corporate & Foundation 

Relations  

Wayne State University  

(Detroit)  

Bob Otwell 

Executive Director 

TART Trails, Inc. 

(Traverse City)  

Pamela S. Ovshinsky, MSW 
Organizational and Community Development 
Consultant 
Executive Board Member, Michigan Jewish 

Conference  

(Petoskey)  

Amy Palmer 

Community Investment Manager 

Lenawee United Way 

(Adrian)  

Mark N. Pankner 

President/COO 

Junior Achievement of Northeast Michigan 

(Saginaw)  

Nicole Parker 

Marygrove College  

Co-founder/Director of Development/Program 

Coordinator 

555 Nonprofit Studios/Gallery 

(Detroit)  

Rodney J. Parrott, Ph.D.  

Managing Director  

Japanese Cultural Center 

(Saginaw)  

Retta Parsons 

Executive Director 

Shiawassee United Way 

(Owasso)  

Robin Paulus 

Executive Director 

Love INC of Manistee  

(Manistee)  

Sharon L. Peeters 

Business Manager 

Volunteer Center of Southwest Michigan 

(St. Joseph)  

David Peters  

Housing Services Director  

Mid Michigan Community Action Agency  

(Farwell)  

Suzi Peterson 

Managing Director 

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre 

(Ann Arbor)  

E. Wanda Pierce 

President 

Families Of Murdered Children Support Group 

(Flint)  

Roger E. Poruty, CPA 
President 
Grand Traverse Area Literacy Council 
(Traverse City)  
 
Brian Price 

Executive Director 

Leelanau Conservancy 

(Leland)  



Diane M. Purgiel 

Vice President of Development  

The Imagine Fund  

(East Lansing)  

Carlos Ramet, Ph.D. 

Commissioner 

Saginaw Arts & Enrichment Commission 

(Saginaw)  

 

Edna M. Rankine  

Office of Student 

Activities/Wellness/Community Service 

Madonna University  

(Livonia)  

Brenda Regan 

Executive Board Member 

Volunteer Center of Southwest Michigan  

(St. Joseph)  

Angela G. Reyes, MPH  

Executive Director  

Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation  

(Detroit)  

Allen Richard 

Executive Director 

Literacy Council of Midland County 

(Midland)  

Maureen Riley 

Event Management Consultant     

Jessica Rivait 

Doctoral Student/Graduate Teaching Assistant, 

Rhetoric and Writing 

Writing, Rhetoric, and American Cultures Dept., 

Michigan State University 

(East Lansing)  

Kathleen Robenalt 

Ann Arbor Book Festival, Inc. 

(Ann Arbor)  

Charlie Robertson 

Executive Director 

Arts & Industry Council 

(Battle Creek)  

Edward L. Ronders  

Executive Director  

VetBizCentral  

(Flint)  

Patricia R. Rosen 

Executive Director  

CARE House of Oakland County 

(Pontiac)  

James W. Rowlett 
Co-Chairman 
Traverse Bay Poverty Reduction Initiative 
(Traverse City)  
 
Catrina Rule 
Executive Director  
The Pathfinders of Temple United Methodist 
Church  
(Muskegon Heights)  
 
Mike Rush 

President 

Junior Achievement of Central Michigan, Inc. 

(Midland)  

Amy Russell 
Accounting Specialist  
MMCAA 
(Farwell)  
 
Jill M. Ryan 

Executive Director 

Freshwater Future 

(Petoskey)  

Sue Santel-Fenner 
Director 
Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance Metro 
Detroit 
(Detroit)  



Mark Sayers  
Administrative Consultant  
People's IALAC Community Center 
(Detroit)  
 
Bruce Schlanderer 

Executive Director/CEO 

ACCESS of West Michigan 

(Grand Rapids)  

Karen Schmidt 
Chairman 
Botanical Garden Society of Northwest 
Michigan Board 
(Traverse City)  
 
Kathy Schnur 

Art Therapist  

The Art Experience 

(Waterford)  

Sara Shambarger 

Krasl Art Fair & Special Events Director 

Krasl Art Center 

(St. Joseph)  

Christine Sickle 

Executive Director 

Serenity Center, Inc. 

(Dearborn)  

Dorothy Siegl 

Director 

Dearborn Pastoral Counseling Center 

(Dearborn)  

Joe Silva 

Media Specialist 

The Holland Sentinel 

(Holland)  

Virginia L. Skrzyniarz 

Executive Vice President 

Piast Institute 

(Hamtramck)  

Gregory P. and Meridee L. Smith 
Lawton Gallagher Group  
(Traverse City) 
 
Juanita Smith 

President & CEO 

Steps Along the Way, Inc. 

Kat Smith  

Volunteer Center Director  

Barry County United Way 

(Hastings)  

Sumarah Smith 

Director 

Wisdom Institute  

(Detroit)  

Amy Smitter  

Executive Director  

Michigan Campus Compact 

(Lansing)  

Dr. Wayne Sneath 

Program Director Experiential Learning 

Davenport University 

(Grand Rapids)  

 

Kathryn Curtiss Spence 

Interim Executive Director 

Saginaw Bay Symphony Orchestra 

(Saginaw)  

 

Clifford Stallings 

Board Chair 

People's IALAC Community Center 

(Detroit)  

Gladys Stallings 

Executive Director  

People's IALAC Community Center 

(Detroit)  



Terri L. Stangl 

Executive Director 

Center for Civil Justice 

(Saginaw)  

Terry B. Stanton 
Director 
Blue Northern 
(Suttons Bay)  
 
Geraldine Stelmaszek 
Executive Director 
EUP Community Dispute Resolution Center 
(Sault St. Marie)  
 
Edna C. Stephens 

International Kids Alliance Network 

(Auburn Hills)  

Barbara M. Stevenson 

Resource Development Consultant 

Communities In Schools of Detroit 

(Detroit)  

Beth A. Stewart 

Executive Director 

Plymouth Canton Symphony Society 

(Plymouth)  

Tracey Stewart 

Development Officer 

Flint Institute of Arts 

(Flint)  

Donald J. Storteboom 
Chairman 
Arab-American Friendship Center, Inc. 
(Dearborn)  

Jeanette Stump 

Assistant Manager/Partnership Program 

Michigan K.I.D.S., Inc.  

(Detroit)  

Michele Suchovsky 

Executive Director 

VSA arts of Michigan  

(Grand Rapids) 

Kathleen Swantek 

Executive Director 

Blue Water Developmental Housing, Inc. 

(Marysville)  

Dawn Swarthout  

Community Outreach Associate  

Seedlings Braille Books for Children  

(Livonia)  

John Titus  

Counselor  

Schoolcraft College  

(Livonia)  

Jeff Towns 

President & CEO  

Michigan Hospice & Palliative Care Organization  

(Lansing)  

Kerianne M. Tupac 

Marketing & Communications Director 

University Productions, UM School of Music, 

Theatre & Dance 

(Ann Arbor)  

Lorna Utley 

President & CEO  

Goodwill Industries of Greater Detroit  

(Detroit)  

Jenee L. Velasquez 

Executive Director 

The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation  

(Midland)  

 

 



Daniel S. Varner 

CEO 

Think Detroit PAL 

(Detroit)  

Alicia Villarreal 

President and CEO 

Latino Family Services 

(Detroit)  

Allison Walacavage 

Foundation & Government Grants Manager 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 

(Detroit)  

Sara Weatherholt 
Executive Director 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Grand Traverse 
(Traverse City)  
 
Phillip W. Weaver 
President/CEO 
Hope Network  
(Grand Rapids)  

Steven J. Weindorf 

CEO 

Community Residence Corporation & 

Community Living Network 

(Ypsilanti)  

 

John Weiss 

Executive Director 

Ann Arbor Teen Center, Neutral Zone 

(Ann Arbor)  

Dennis West 

President 

Northern Initiatives 

(Marquette)  

Heaster Wheeler 

Executive Director 

Detroit Branch NAACP 

(Detroit)  

Tracie Wheeler 

Director, RSVP  

Senior Services, Inc. 

(Kalamazoo)  

 

Yvonne White  

President  

Michigan State Conference NAACP 

(Detroit)  

 

Bob Wick 

Director of Development 

TART Trails  

(Traverse City) 

 

Grady L. Wilkinson, MSW 

President, CEO 

Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center, Inc. 

(Memphis)  

Sandra L. Wills 

Owner/Director 

Got Grants?  

Judith Wineman 

Development Director 

Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation 

(Detroit)  

Geri Witbeck 

Senior Accountant 

Mid Michigan Community Action Agency 

(Farwell)  

Brian Wolfe 

Vice President, Board of Directors  

Michigan BPW Foundation  

(White Lake)  

Mark Wolodkowicz 
President  
FDI 
 



Paula Wygonik 
Board Member  
Volunteer Center of Southwest Michigan 
(St. Joseph)  
 
Sandra Xenakis 
Director, Art Meets Business 
Chelsea Center for the Arts 
(Chelsea)  
 
Babs Young 
President 
Jordan River Arts Council 
(East Jordan)  
 

Nancy Young 

Executive Director  

Faith in Action for Monroe County 

(Monroe)  

Cecilia Zavala 

Director of Programming 

Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation 

(Detroit)  

 

CC: Michigan Congressional Delegation, Michigan Senate, Michigan House of Representatives   
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